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§ 4.27 Vintage wine. 
(a) General. Vintage wine is wine la-

beled with the year of harvest of the 
grapes and made in accordance with 
the standards prescribed in classes 1, 2, 
or 3 of § 4.21. The wine must be labeled 
with an appellation of origin. The ap-
pellation must be shown in direct con-
junction with the designation required 
by § 4.32(a)(2), in lettering substantially 
as conspicuous as that designation. In 
no event may the quantity of wine re-
moved from the producing winery, 
under labels bearing a vintage date, ex-
ceed the volume of vintage wine pro-
duced in that winery during the year 
indicated by the vintage date. The fol-
lowing additional rules apply to vin-
tage labeling: 

(1) If an American or imported wine 
is labeled with a viticultural area ap-
pellation of origin (or its foreign equiv-
alent), at least 95 percent of the wine 
must have been derived from grapes 
harvested in the labeled calendar year; 
or 

(2) If an American or imported wine 
is labeled with an appellation of origin 
other than a viticultural area (or its 
foreign equivalent), at least 85 percent 
of the wine must have been derived 
from grapes harvested in the labeled 
calendar year. 

(b) American wine. A permittee who 
produced and bottled or packed the 
wine, or a person other than the pro-
ducer who repackaged the wine in con-
tainers of 5 liters or less may show the 
year of vintage upon the label if the 
person possesses appropriate records 
from the producer substantiating the 
year of vintage and the appellation of 
origin; and if the wine is made in com-
pliance with the provisions of para-
graph (a) of this section. 

(c) Imported wine. Imported wine may 
bear a vintage date if all of the fol-
lowing conditions are met: 

(1) It is made in compliance with the 
provisions of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion; 

(2) It is bottled in containers of 5 li-
ters or less prior to importation, or it 
is bottled in the United States from 
the original container of the product 
(showing a vintage date); and 

(3) The invoice is accompanied by, or 
the American bottler possesses, a cer-
tificate issued by a duly authorized of-

ficial of the country of origin (if the 
country of origin authorizes the 
issuance of such certificates) certifying 
that the wine is of the vintage shown, 
that the laws of the country regulate 
the appearance of vintage dates upon 
the labels of wine produced for con-
sumption within the country of origin, 
that the wine has been produced in 
conformity with those laws, and that 
the wine would be entitled to bear the 
vintage date if it had been sold within 
the country of origin. 

[T.D. ATF–53, 43 FR 37676, Aug. 23, 1978, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–195, 50 FR 763, Jan. 7, 
1985; T.D. TTB–45, 71 FR 25752, May 2, 2006; 
T.D. TTB–105, 77 FR 56541, Sept. 13, 2012] 

§ 4.28 Type designations of varietal 
significance. 

The following are type designations 
of varietal significance for American 
wine. These names may be used as type 
designations for American wines only 
if the wine is labeled with an appella-
tion of origin as defined in § 4.25. 

(a) Muscadine. An American wine 
which derives at least 75 percent of its 
volume from Muscadinia rotundifolia 
grapes. 

(b) Muscatel. An American wine 
which derives its predominant taste, 
aroma, characteristics and at least 75 
percent of its volume from any Muscat 
grape source, and which meets the re-
quirements of § 4.21(a)(3). 

(c) Muscat or Moscato. An American 
wine which derives at least 75 percent 
of its volume from any Muscat grape 
source. 

(d) Scuppernong. An American wine 
which derives at least 75 percent of its 
volume from bronze Muscadinia 
rotundifolia grapes. 

(e)(1) Gamay Beaujolais. An American 
wine which derives at least 75 percent 
of its volume from Pinot noir grapes, 
Valdiguié grapes, or a combination of 
both. 

(2) For wines bottled on or after Jan-
uary 1, 1999, and prior to April 9, 2007, 
the name ‘‘Gamay Beaujolais’’ may be 
used as a type designation only if there 
appears in direct conjunction there-
with, but on a separate line and sepa-
rated by the required appellation of or-
igin, the name(s) of the grape variety 
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